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Message from
the CEO

As we speed toward the end of this year, I’m so 
excited about where Lutheran Family Services has 
been—and more importantly, where it is going! 

As LFS prepares to mark 120 years of service in 
2012, I want to extend my personal invitation for you and 
your family to participate in at least one of the events 
we have scheduled. On September 22, we are planning 
a very special 120th Faith in ActionSM Dinner and Gala 
in Omaha. There will be a similar event held in Central 
Nebraska. 

I’m proud to have been part of this organization for 
over 35 years. Many things have changed over the years, 
but one has remained constant: to express God’s love 
through our commitment to building and strengthening 
individual, family and community life. 

Looking back over our 120 year history, you can see a 
very clear pattern of LFS response to community and state 
challenges: 

• In the 1890s compassionate Lutheran pastors 
created a safe place for orphans. 

• In the 1970s the need for family and marriage 
counseling grew – and we addressed the growing 
awareness of domestic violence. 

• In the 1980s LFS responded to the emotional impact 
of a severe farm crisis.

• In the 1990s we offered counseling for HIV/AIDS 
patients and RSafe® for victims of incest. 

• In the 2000s we created the Right Turn program in 
response to the “Save Haven” crisis and the need 
to provide support to families who adopt foster 
children – and we invested in early childhood 
services through the Centers for Healthy FamiliesSM. 

Programs have changed over time, but the courage 
and willingness to step into the “messiness” of life and fill 
gaps remains strong. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your 
support of these ministries. We truly could not “care for 
neighbor” without you!

Warmest Christmas blessings to you and yours,

Ruth Henrichs, President & CEO
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It was a night of faith, family, and well, 
a little bit of football. How can you not 
talk about football when Tom and Nancy 

Osborne are your top honorees, and former 
Husker Matt Davison is the emcee? 

But while there were definitely a few sports 
stories thrown around, the true focus of an 
incredible evening was honoring those who 
have put their faith into action. Guests learned 
more about each honoree through videos 
produced especially about them. 

Thomas Warren & 
Urban League of Nebraska—
Community Partners of the Year 
The Urban League has served as a conduit 
for the creation of new partnerships and 
collaborations serving to strengthen the next 
generation of North Omaha leaders, workers 
and families. One key example of the Urban 
League’s commitment to community is the 
unique partnership with Lutheran Family 
Services (LFS) and its North Omaha Center for 
Healthy Families

SM
. 

LFS’ North Omaha Center for Healthy 
FamiliesSM is located inside the Urban 
League building, providing an established 
and non-threatening environment for young 

Tom & Nancy Osborne (Doug las E. Parrott Faith in ActionSM

     Award honorees) with Ruth Henrichs & emcee Matt Davison

  Fai h in  Action dinner  Fai h in  Action dinner
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adults – who once came only for job 
and education support, but are now 
learning how to lovingly parent their 
young children. Tom Warren believes 
the LFS programs help North Omaha 
parents of young children to break the 
cycle of poverty. As he accepted the 
award he commended LFS’ efforts in 
early intervention and prevention—
saying we are meeting these children at 
a “critical juncture” in their growth and 
development.

The Tewes Family—
Volunteers of the Year 
Lincoln’s Wil Tewes Family considers 
Paw Saw Say, his wife and three 
children just an extension of their own 
large family. They share holidays and 
outings, dinners and shopping trips. 
They came together in 2010 when the 
Teweses chose to welcome a Karen (an 
ethnic minority from Burma) refugee 
family into the Lincoln community. 
Now, thanks to Wil Tewes’ efforts, 
Paw Saw Say is working full-time and 
providing for his wife and children. 
And both families are surrounded by 

love. The entire Tewes family joined Wil 
Tewes on stage, where he said “thank 
you” in both English and Karen (“Da 
blu”). He then invited the Paw Saw Say 
family to join them. Tewes thanked LFS 
for choosing to respond to the unmet 
and under-met human needs of people. 
He also thanks Roland Temme and 
TMCO Corporation for employing Paw 
Saw Say so he may support his family.

Tom & Nancy Osborne—
Douglas E. Parrott
Faith in ActionSM Honorees
For setting a lifetime standard of 
humble servant leadership and for 
their tremendous commitment of time, 
talent and treasure to young people, 
the Osbornes were honored with the 
Douglas E. Parrott Faith in ActionSM 
Award. Guests heard of the Osbornes’ 
legendary dedication to their family, 
faith and the TeamMates Mentoring 
Program. 

As Coach Osborne accepted the 
award, he talked a little bit about 
recruiting Matt Davison, then gave 
Nancy most of the credit for the success 

of TeamMates. He joked that he didn’t 
learn much while he was in Congress, 
but he does know that the private sector 
does things better than the government, 
and that faith-based organizations do 
things better than almost anyone when 
it comes to serving. “LFS,” he said, “...is 
one of those organizations.” He talked 
about how human service organizations 
set the United States apart in the 
world and his concern over proposed 
legislation that would remove the tax 
exemption for charitable contributions. 
Osborne says such a decision would 
be devastating to human care in our 
country.

Lutheran Family Services CEO 
Ruth Henrichs wrapped up the evening 
with a brief keynote highlighting the 
value that strong partnerships bring to 
those who need services the most, and 
the importance of making leadership 
decisions based on integrity and 
compassion. She also joked about “why 
a bunch of Lutherans would want to 
honor Methodists,” like the Osbornes, 
saying “We are all in this together.” 

President & CEO Thomas Warren (with Ruth Henrichs)
representing Urban League of Nebraska, Community Partner of the Year

The Tewes Family 
Volunteers of the Year

President & CEO Thomas Warren (with Ruth Henrichs)
representing Urban League of Nebraska, Community Partner of the Year

Tom & Nancy Osborne (Doug las E. Parrott Faith in ActionSM

     Award honorees) with Ruth Henrichs & emcee Matt Davison

  Fai h in  Action dinner  Fai h in  Action dinner The Tewes Family 
Volunteers of the Year
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When Bad Things
Happen to Good People
Trauma-Informed Care Comes to LFS

Carenna is simply exhausted. 
She’s having trouble eating, she 

can’t concentrate at work, and she really 
can’t remember the last time that she 
had a good night’s sleep. Her children 
are suffering too. They don’t understand 
why their mom seems to have lost 
interest in them altogether. Her boss 
wants to know what’s wrong with her 
and demands answers. Upon the urging 
from a friend, Carenna finally musters 
the courage to seek help. 

When she arrives at Lutheran 
Family Services, she’s greeted warmly 
by the receptionist. Carenna self-
consciously pushes her graying hair 
away from her eyes. She hasn’t felt like 
coloring it for a while, and she knows she 
doesn’t look her best. Carenna’s therapist 
doesn’t notice. She greets Carenna, walks 
with her, and welcomes her to settle into 
a comfortable chair in her office. 

As the conversation begins, Carenna 
is wary. She’s scared of what might be 
wrong with her, and she doesn’t want to 
give away too much. But her therapist 
asks a question early on that helps put 
Carenna at ease…
“Please tell me what happened to you…” 

Such is the heart of trauma-
informed care. Rather than approaching 
a client thinking that something is 
“wrong” with them, the entire team 
recognizes the high prevalence (90%) of 
trauma among those who seek mental 
health services – and instead asks…”what 
happened?”

For Carenna, talking about her 

experience wasn’t easy. But somehow 
having her therapist ask “what 
happened?” instead of “what’s wrong?” 
immediately made her feel a little better. 
She was able to finally talk about how 
a bad dating experience and near-rape 
caused a whole barrage of negative 
memories from an abusive childhood. 
Far more than she could handle alone. 

Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska has started the process 
of becoming a “Trauma-Informed 
Care” (TIC) organization. This 
means everyone, at every level of the 
organization—from the receptionist at 
the front desk, to the CEO in the corner 
office—will have a basic understanding 
of how trauma affects the lives of 
individuals seeking services. Trauma-
informed organizations understand 
that some traditional service delivery 
approaches can actually be triggers, 
and make things worse for trauma 
victims. Triggers can be as simple as 
a certain tone of voice or filling out 
forms. Conversely, in a trauma-informed 
organization, those providing services 
recognize their own vulnerabilities based 
on their personal trauma history, and 
how that may impact their response to 
their clients.

You’ll be hearing more about LFS 
becoming a Trauma-Informed Care 
organization in future communications. 
For more information now, you can visit the 
National Center for Trauma-Informed Care 
website at www.samhsa.gov/nctic.

Bug Up for Bid! 

Well, here’s your chance to own that VW Beetle that you always wanted in high school! One of 
LFS’ generous supporters has donated this restored 1967 VW Bug to LFS. All proceeds from its 
sale will go to LFS programs that benefit children. We’re hoping the winning bid will be close to 

the car’s market value—which is around $30,000. 
Want in? Just go online to www.LFSneb.org and click on the photo on the home page. You can learn 

more about the car’s restoration, as well as place your bid. We hope to award the car after the Fandango 
event in February. Happy bidding!

JUST LIKE NEW - RESTORED FOR YOU!

1967 VW 
BEETLE

Childhood Trauma 
Survey (Sample)
Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACE) Survey

Did a parent or other adult in the 
household...

• Often or very often swear at you, 
insult you, or put you down? 

• Often or very often hit you so 
hard that you had marks or were 
injured?

Was a household member depressed 
or mentally ill?

Was your mother (or stepmother)...

• Sometimes, often, or very often 
pushed, grabbed, slapped, or had 
something thrown at her?

• Sometimes, often, or very often 
kicked, bitten, hit with a f ist or hit 
with something hard?

• Ever repeatedly hit over at least a 
few minutes?

• Ever threatened with or hurt by a 
knife or gun?

Were your parents ever separated or 
divorced?

When Bad Things
Happen to Good People
Trauma-Informed Care Comes to LFS



120 Years of service

Fremont Orphanage c. 1893 

Deaconness
Institute c. 1900 
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Are You a Thrivent Financial Member?
You may now designate your Thrivent Choice DollarsSM to Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska. Here’s how:

Online: Go to Thrivent.com 

Step 1 - Visit Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Step 2 - Click on “log in” at the top 
right of your screen and enter 
your My Thrivent user ID 
and password. (If you haven’t 
registered on Thrivent.com, 
click on “register now” to 
register for full access.)

Step 3 - Look for your designated Choice 
DollarsSM on the right side of 
the screen.

Step 4 - Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” 
in the Thrivent ChoiceSM box on 
your MyThrivent page.

Step 5 - Search the catalog of 
organizations to locate Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska.

Step 6 - Click on “Direct Choice Dollars 
Now” to direct your designated 
Choice DollarsSM to benefit LFS.

By phone: 

Step 1 - Call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say, “Thrivent 
Choice.”

Step 2 - When prompted, say, “Choice 
Dollars.”

Step 3 - Say or enter your Social Security 
number.

Step 4 - Press 1 to direct Choice 
DollarsSM or press 2 to hear the 
Thrivent Choice program terms 
and conditions.

Step 5 - A representative will then 
work with you to direct Choice 
DollarsSM.

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) 

Directing Choice DollarsSM is subject to the 
Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent ChoiceSM 
program. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice for 
complete Terms and Conditions. 

The
Journey 

Begins

Æ

2012: 120 Years of Human Care 

We at Lutheran Family 
Services (LFS) are so 
excited to mark 120 years 

of service to our communities! 
We hope you will join us! We are 
making a special invitation to 
those who were adopted or adopted 
children through LFS and their 
family members. We are not 
only expanding the 2012 Faith in 
ActionSM Dinner into a gala event, 
we are going to have a second 
Faith in ActionSM dinner in Central 

Nebraska! Plus, we will give special 
opportunities for reunions between 
families and caseworkers, as well as 
other LFS staff. 

Thousands of people across 
Nebraska have either worked or 
volunteered with LFS, or supported 
the work in other ways. There are 
families across the state created 
because of connections made by 
LFS. We would love to hear these 
stories!

Please share your LFS story with 

us over the next year! You 
can either go to the special 
tab on our Facebook page, 
or just email Bev Carlson 
at bcarlson@LFSneb.org. 
You can also mail a letter 
to Bev at 124 South 24th 
Street, Suite 230, Omaha, 
NE 68102. 

We hope to put all 
of the stories together in a 
booklet that we can share at the 
end of the celebration year!

2012: 120 Years of Human Care 

We hope to put all 
of the stories together in a 
booklet that we can share at the 
end of the celebration year!



It was a stunning evening – 
and it demonstrated just how 
diverse Omaha, and in fact, 

all of Nebraska is becoming. The 
highlight was a procession of 
over twenty nations – mothers, 
fathers, children – who all now call 
Nebraska their home.

This year, Diversity Week 
in Omaha was something truly 
special. For the first time, Lutheran 
Family Services (LFS) was invited 
to participate in the week-long 
event, which is organized by five of 
Omaha’s major employers: Wells 

Fargo, OPPD, ConAgra, Mutual of 
Omaha and Union Pacific. 

For the kickoff event, LFS 
organized the procession of nations. 
Many of the participants were 
former refugees and some are 
current LFS employees. In addition, 
LFS sponsored a special exhibit 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees called 
“Invisible in the City,” all about the 
plight of urban refugees in four 
different countries. The exhibit 
was displayed at UNO’s College of 
Business and Love’s Jazz and Arts 

Center, with support from the Girl 
Scouts-Spirit of Nebraska.

With 96 languages now spoken 
in Omaha Public Schools, it’s very 
clear that the face of the city is 
changing. Nebraska is becoming an 
international community. As these 
new families have committed to 
life in Omaha, it has prevented the 
erosion of Nebraska’s population 
base, giving us new neighbors, new 
co-workers, new employees and 
new customers – and bringing the 
world to our doorstep! 

Diversity Week in Omaha

Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska — 120 Years of Service (1892-2012)
Lutheran 
Church - 
Missouri 
Synod, 

Nebraska 
District

Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Church in 
America, 
Nebraska 

Synod

1892-1893
Pastor Peter Graef 

Pastor Erik 

1901
1934

1943-1944

1961

1958



B ill Pickett knew he was going have a lot of used beds 
on his hands. As Director of Housing Services at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, Bill was overseeing 

the transition of new beds in one of the University’s dorms. 
Fortunately, since Bill was familiar with LFS Refugee Services, 
he knew that most of the outgoing beds could still be put to 
good use. 

With help from 15 volunteers from Nebraska Machinery 
Company, the change-out was completed in one day – instead of 
the planned three-day project. As 284 beds came out, they were 
inspected for further use. About two-thirds made the cut and 
were transferred to donated storage and should help provide 
comfortable beds to incoming refugees for about a year. 

Thanks to Norm & Joyce Riffel’s A-1 Metro Movers for use 
of their trucks!

Helping Refugees Sleep Easier
UNO Makes Bed Donation

United Way Campaign 
Day of Caring
LFS participates in several ways

As the United Way of the Midlands 
conducted its campaign this year, 
Lutheran Family Services (LFS) was 

involved on several different levels. On the 
“Day of Caring,” the executive team from 
University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Athletic 
Department took part in an LFS project with 
refugees. Athletic Director Trev Alberts helped 
a refugee family navigate riding the bus system 
and buying groceries. 

LFS representatives also visited dozens 
of businesses and organizations to share 
how United Way dollars are supporting a 
wide variety of programs. Plus, this year LFS 
employees exceeded the LFS goal for their 
giving to United Way. 

LFS is supported by United Way 
organizations across the state.

Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska — 120 Years of Service (1892-2012)

Continued Æ

1971

1986

1984

1975

1989

1991



8

Mason* liked being fourteen. 
What he didn’t like was his 
parents continuing to tell him 

what to do like he was still a kid. After 
all, he was a teenager now, right? 

Mason started ignoring requests 
from his mother and father. He began 
to find ways to defy them—rebelling 
against their authority—in a way that 
before now, he had never felt free to 
do. As Mason became more and more 
out-of-control, his baffled parents 
became progressively angry. Then they 
became furious—frustrated, hurt and 
confused. 

One day, all of the volatile emotions 
spilled over—and Mason’s father threw 
a punch. Mason, too young to drive, still 
managed to find a way to escape. He 
left, finding a place to stay for a few days 
while things cooled off. 

Today, Mason and his parents are 
back on the same page. His parents 
sing his praises, and Mason himself 
is comfortable with the rules and 
structure in his home. What changed? 

Mason and his family sought help 
in the Clifford L. Johnson Center for 
Healthy Families, the North Platte 
regional office of Lutheran Family 
Services of Nebraska (LFS). The Clifford 
L. Johnson Center for Healthy Families, 
located at 120 East 12th Street, provides 
counseling services for individuals, 
couples and families, like Mason’s. 
Therapists focus on intensive family 
stabilization and preservation, as well as 
other family support services, including 
home-based family therapy. Clients 
needing assessment and treatment for 
substance abuse and addictions will 
find the help they need, as will those 
struggling to recover from trauma. 
LFS also operates Josiah Place, which 
offers a safe and comfortable home 
for low-income persons dealing with 
serious mental illness, but capable of 
living alone.

Hank* is a great example of one 
of the many hurting people who come 

to the Clifford L. Johnson Center for 
Healthy Families. Hank suffered 
an abusive and violent childhood, 
full of rejection and neglect—and 
subsequently ended several marriages 
before realizing he needed help. He 
was so depressed and isolated that he 
even stopped going to work. Today, after 
appropriate medication and therapy, 
Hank is back on the job and building 
healthy social interactions that would 
have been impossible for him just a few 
months ago. 

Lutheran Family Services’ North 
Platte office provided 8,350 hours of 
counseling services in 2010. Of those 
sessions, about 762 hours were provided 
to clients with low or moderately low 
income, who had no health insurance or 
Medicaid coverage. 

Client fees and contributions 
from donors enabled us to serve these 
families. The average client fee for these 
services was about $35.00 per session. 
LFS’ average cost was about $78.00 per 
session. This $43.00 gap produced a 
significant financial shortfall which 
must be made up elsewhere. 
*Names have been changed.

Repairing a Family
Clifford L. Johnson Center for Healthy Families in North 
Platte provides important counseling support
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Active military and 
reservists returning 
home to Central 

Nebraska have local access 
to mental health and peer 
support that was unavailable 
before now. Lutheran Family 
Services of Nebraska (LFS) 
now offers a new program 
in its Grand Island office. At 
EaseSM is confidential trauma 
treatment and therapeutic 
support for active military, 
veterans and their loved 
ones. An important part of 
the program is peer-to-peer 
support through Vets4Vets® 
groups being held in 23 
surrounding counties.

“We know that these 
support groups are crucial to 
a successful recovery for so 
many of these heroes,” says 
Paul Greenwell, statewide 

supervisor of the At EaseSM 
program. “Their shared 
experiences can significantly 
reduce the sense of isolation 
they feel when they come 
home.” 

• 32 of the 50 Nebraska 
National Guard 
companies are stationed 
outside of the Omaha 
and Lincoln areas; 
Grand Island houses 
seven companies, with 
an additional seven 
Reserve and Guard 
units in surrounding 
communities. 

• 20% of households in 
Grand Island have a 
veteran present. 

All At EaseSM services are 
confidential and no one 
is turned away based on 
inability to pay.

At EaseSM Grand Island
At EaseSM now available in 23 Central 
Nebraska Counties

2010
2012

LFS in the News
We hope you’ve 

had the chance 
to see some of 

the recent news stories 
about Lutheran Family 
Services. Here are some 
highlights from across the 
state, many of which are 
still available through the 
news websites:

• KETV–Channel 7 
Omaha produced and 
aired an hour-long 
documentary on 
the realities of teen 
pregnancy. The 
program prominently 
featured the work 
being done at the North 
Omaha Center for 
Healthy FamiliesSM, 
and included a special 
“preview” piece on the 
Fatherhood Program.

• CEO Ruth Henrichs 
was honored by the 
Women’s Center 

for Advancement 
as a “Woman of 
Distinction.”

• Lutheran Family 
Services, along with 
Project Harmony and 
Voices for Children, 
submitted an opinion/
editorial piece to the 
Omaha World-Herald. 
The piece was related 
to the sexual assault 
of two young children 
by a 12- and 13-year 
old and focused on the 
effectiveness of the 
RSafe® program in 
working with children 
who act out sexually. 

Make sure to let us know 
if you see opportunities to 
bring attention to the work 
of LFS in your community! 
Just contact Bev Carlson, 
Director of Public Relations 
at (402) 978-5646. 

Celebrate with us!!

Join us on September 22 for  

our special Faith in Action
SM 

Dinner in Omaha!

2011

2009
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Omaha’s Great Pumpkin

The third year of Omaha’s Great 
Pumpkin was, by far, the best 
yet! Over the month of October, 

thousands of people saw the Great 
Pumpkin Tree in the center court of 
Village Pointe shopping center in 
Omaha. Engineers from Kiewit and 
HDR built the tree, then members of 

the Forever Families Guild along with 
other volunteers helped install the 900 
pumpkins. The pumpkins represent 
Nebraska children in foster care who are 
waiting for permanent homes. 

On October 29, the pumpkins came 
down for the carving. Retailers donated 
their time and expertise. Best Buy set 

up a huge television so guests could see 
videos about foster care adoption. Kona 
Grill donated free meals to all of the 
kids who attended. The evening lighting 
ceremony was beautiful, with families 
telling heart-wrenching stories about 
how their families have grown through 
foster child adoption. 

On Foster Child Adoptio
n    

 

   
 Shining the Light

Right Turn’s National Honor

Nebraska’s response to the Safe Haven Crisis 
of 2009 has worked so well – the program has 
now received national recognition from the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. 
Right Turn received a 2011 Adoption Excellence 

Award in the category Support for Adoptive Families. 
The program was recognized for the extraordinary 
contributions it has made in providing adoption and 
other permanency outcomes for children in foster care. 
The United States Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) established the Adoption Excellence 
Awards program in 1997 to recognize outstanding 
accomplishments in achieving permanency for 
America’s children waiting in foster care. 

Right Turn, a collaborative program of Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska and the Nebraska 
Children’s Home Society, has served 375 families since 
January 2010. These cases involved 900 children, over one-third of whom were aged 13-17. 

Funding for Right Turn is provided by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.

Right Turn staff at the Washington D.C. ceremonyRight Turn staff at the Washington D.C. ceremonyRight Turn staff at the Washington D.C. ceremonyRight Turn staff at the Washington D.C. ceremony

View more Great Pumpkin photos at
www.tinyURL.com/OGP2011

Read more about
Right Turn at

www.RightTurnNE.org



Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska is so excited to share 
the research findings of the 

Wendy’s Wonderful Kids program 
(WWK), a signature program of 
the Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption, which has been proven 
to provide outstanding results for 
youth served by an Adoptive Family 
Recruiter. These exciting results show 
that:

• Overall, youth served by the WWK 
program are nearly twice as likely 
to be adopted than youth not 
served by the program 

• Children with mental health 
disorders who are served by WWK 
are three times more likely to be 
adopted than those not served by 
WWK.

• For older children, the impact of 
the WWK model is greater and 
increases with age: 

- For children referred to WWK 
at age 8, the likelihood of 
adoption was one-and-one-
half times higher; 

- For children referred at 
age 11, the likelihood 
was two times higher; and 

- For children referred at 
age 15, the likelihood of 
adoption was three times 
higher. 

You may view the full research findings 
at www.davethomasfoundation.org. 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska is 
WWK’s partner in Nebraska.
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Wendy’s Wonderful 
Kids Works!

Emcee Jim Siedlecki (WOWT Live at Daybreak
anchor), Ruth Henrichs and Mike & Marie Knedler 
(Wicker & Wine Honorary Co-Chairs)

The 2011 Wicker & Wine fundraiser met and 
exceeded all expectations. 
Over 300 people attended the basket 

auction event at the Mid-America Center on 
October 27. Guests were able to bid on over 
65 baskets, including magnums of wine and 
an iPad. Live auction items included a trip to 
Chicago with box seats to a Cubs game. 

Between sponsorships, tickets and 
auction sales, the event raised over 
$130,000 to support the Pottawattamie 
County Center for Healthy FamiliesSM. 

Said Honorary Chairs Marie and Mike 
Knedler, “Supporting early intervention and 
prevention programs like those at the Center 
are important to the future of our community.” 

Wicker & Wine 
A Record-Breaking Night

Emcee Jim Siedlecki (WOWT Live at Daybreak
anchor), Ruth Henrichs and Mike & Marie Knedler 
(Wicker & Wine Honorary Co-Chairs)

View more photos at www.tinyURL.com/Wicker2011

Presenting Sponsor



At EaseSM

 Benefit 
Luncheon

Monday, January 30
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

CenturyLink Center Omaha

Featuring Medal of Honor recipient 
Former Staff Sergeant Sal Giunta

Benefiting At EaseSM, a Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska program providing trauma treatment and 
therapeutic support for active military, veterans 

and their loved ones.

“If I am a hero, then every man who stands around me, 
every woman in the military, every person who defends this 

country is.” —Former Staff Sergeant Sal Giunta

For more information, contact Beth at
(402) 689-7750 or Beth@AtEaseUSA.org
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Stay in Touch!
• Become a Facebook fan of Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska

• Follow us on Twitter—  
@LFSofNebraska 

• Join our LinkedIn network

• Sign up for email updates—  
www.LFSneb.org

• Email us at info@LFSneb.org

January 30—At EaseSM 
Benefit Luncheon featuring 
Medal of Honor recipient 
Staff Sergeant Sal Giunta 
CenturyLink Center, Omaha

February 17—Fandango:  
A Slam Dunk for Kids
Champions Run, Omaha

August 9-10—Right Turn 
Statewide Conference
Embassy Suites, Lincoln

September 22—Faith 
in ActionSM – 120 Years 
of Service Celebration 
Adoption Reunion and 
Dinner
Embassy Suites, LaVista

October 27—Omaha’s 
Great Pumpkin
Village Pointe, Omaha

November 1—Wicker & 
Wine Basket Auction
Mid-America Center, 
Council Bluffs
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