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Message from
the CEO

Greetings everyone!

 On two Sundays in late summer, LFS is planning two 

120th Anniversary special events. The first will be August 

26th in North Platte and the second on September 16 in 

Omaha.

 We’ve invited all of the pregnancy and adoption 

counselors who have worked at Lutheran Family Services, 

Adoption Links Worldwide or any of our predecessor 

organizations. Before each dinner and program, we are 

giving former adoptive families and birth parents the 

chance to reconnect with those counselors who helped 

bring them together.

 I hope to see you all there!

 Summer is a very busy time of year at Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska. We are gearing up for the 

arrival of refugee families who will be leaving tent camps 

to travel to Omaha and Lincoln to become a vital part 

of our communities. In this issue of Connections, you 

will read two wonderful stories of reunion and personal 

success within refugee families.

 I am also very excited about the changes happening in 

Nebraska that will impact the well-being of our children. 

The Legislature has adopted significant legislation that 

will benefit many of the young people we serve at LFS. 

Be assured that LFS is following our long-held practice 

of positioning ourselves to best meet the needs of those 

children, their families and our communities.

 I look forward to all that is ahead of LFS today, 

tomorrow – and for 120 more years! 

 

See you at the 120th Celebrations!

Warmest blessings to you and yours, 

Ruth Henrichs
President & CEO
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On February 6, 2012, those who were 
lucky enough to be at the Lincoln 
Airport witnessed a reunion two 

decades in the making. 
Anna Furkay hugged her daughter for 

the first time in twenty years. Two decades. 
This was a child she had not seen since she 
was a toddler. 

Anna entered the airport singing 
“God is Good!” She continued singing and 
smiling all the way up to the passenger 
walkway, where she waited for Angeline. 
Angeline was one of the last passengers – a 
beautiful, petite young lady. Rather than 
rushing to embrace the young woman 
whose childhood she had missed, Anna 
paused. She untied her headwrap, and laid it 
on the ground as a sign of love and respect. 
As they stood on the cloth, the two women 
hugged – Anna, catching her breath as she 
began to weep and Angeline, looking happy 
but exhausted. 

“This is my daughter! She is here!” 
proclaimed Anna. 

A Mother’s Pray er Answered
Anna Furkay embraces her daughter after 20 years

PICTURE TOO SMALL!!!



Anna was separated from her 
family during the Liberian Civil War 
(1989-2003). When troops stormed 
her village, Anna went out one door; 
her husband went out a window 
with two-year-old Angeline on his 
back. In the chaos, Anna lost track 
of her family, except one older son. 
She lived in an Ivory Coast refugee 
camp for several years before her 
application for resettlement brought 
her to the United States. 

She lived in Texas for a short 
time and then moved to Lexington, 
Nebraska, with friends from 
Liberia. She started working for 
Tyson Foods and joined the family 
of Grace Lutheran Church. The 
church embraced Anna, and with 
the help of church members and the 
LFS Welcome Center in Lexington, 
Anna located some of her family in 
Liberia. Six years ago, Anna applied 
for her children to immigrate to 

the US. At the time, her daughter 
Angeline was 16. The application 
was approved this year. 

Last summer, Anna moved 
to Lincoln where First Lutheran 
Church quickly “adopted” her. 
With the help of church members, 
Anna got a job and an apartment. 

Parishioners from both 
Grace Lutheran and 
First Lutheran were 
with Anna at the airport 
to greet Angeline.

But the story 
doesn’t end there. 

Soon after 
Angeline arrived in 
the United States, 
her Nebraska friends 
learned that she was 
pregnant, and was 
afraid to tell anyone. 
She gave birth to a 
beautiful baby boy 
on Sunday, only days 
after arriving. Her 
son weighed four 
pounds and one 
ounce, measuring 16 
¾ inches, strong and 
healthy. 

Pastor Megan 
Morrow of Grace 
Lutheran picks up the 
story from there… 

God’s timing is 
more than miraculous. 
Had the baby been 

born in Liberia, both mother and baby 
might not have survived. If they had, 
Angeline would have had to decide 
whether to go to the U.S. and leave her 
baby, or stay in Liberia. She couldn’t 
take the baby with her. She would have 
had to apply for him to enter the U.S. 
as an immigrant which could take a 
long time – possibly years. If the baby 
had been born on the flights, it might 
have been disastrous for mother and 
baby’s health. She might have died in 
childbirth like her sister had in earlier 
years.

Instead, Angeline arrived safely 
and the baby was born in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, with good medical care 
and a supportive community at First 
Lutheran Church in Lincoln.

When asked what they would 
call the baby, Anna’s response was, 
“Wonderful Boy.” His official name 
is Benedict and his middle name is 
Blessing.
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Below, clockwise from left: Ana Castaneda (LFS Immigration 
Specialist), Barb Johnson Frank of First Lutheran Church, 
Anna Furkay, Pastor Megan Morrow of Grace Lutheran 
Church and Angeline ‘Amama’ Wleh
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As part of preparing for our 120th 
celebrations, staff have spent 
time in the LFS and Immanuel 

archives. We send warm thanks to 
Marlies and Walter Blume, friends of 
LFS who live in Germany. They spent 
hours and hours translating a 100 year 
old brochure about our 20th anniversary 
in Fremont from the original German! 
We’ll continue to share bits and pieces, 
but here’s an interesting excerpt about 
the doctor who served the original 
Fremont orphanage, and his comments 
about the care the children received: 
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Dr. Georg Haslam

Dr. Ges. Haslam, 
our orphanage doctor
Very special thanks must be given
to Dr. Georg Haslam, the doctor of the orphanage, well known also beyond the borders of Fremont. 
Since 1895, more than 17 years he served the orphanage as doctor 
and surgeon at no charge. Always, day and night, he came to help. 
Only one thing angered him, when
we did not call him in time. Mr. Haslam attested our orphanage the following medical certificate:

The orphanage is located outside the town where the air is not polluted. The buildings are excellently ventilated, are heated by hot water and get water and electric light from communal facilities. The orphanage is run excellently so epidemics could never spread among the inhabitants. Whenever an infective disease showed up, it could be constricted to a few persons. Everything was done to prevent similar dangers to spread.
—Dr. G. Haslam

North Platte - Sunday, August 26, 2012  ·  Omaha - Sunday, September 16, 2012North Platte - Sunday, August 26, 2012  ·  Omaha - Sunday, September 16, 2012

J o i n  o u r  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  12 0  Y e a r s

 120 Years of 
   Colorful History 

Æ
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LCMS  
Fremont 

orphanage 
photo from 

the 20th 
Anniversary 
book (1912)
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Western Nebraska - Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012
3:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception

Visit with former LFS & ALW pregnancy & adoption counselors!
5:00 p.m. Dinner

Sandhills Convention Center
2102 South Jeffers, North Platte, Nebraska

Eastern Nebraska - Sunday, Sept. 16, 2012
3:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception

Visit with former LFS & ALW pregnancy & adoption counselors!
5:45 p.m. Dinner
Embassy Suites

12520 Westport Parkway, La Vista, Nebraska

Presenting Sponsor:                                                     For more information, contact Joanne at (402) 978-5626 or jhull@LFSneb.org



Restoring and Creating
    Safe and Happy Childhoods

L F S  i s  p r o u d  o f  i t s  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  a l s o  v e t e r a n s :
Dennis Adams 
Sergeant (E-5)
US Marine Corps
Dunklau Building 

(Omaha)

Charice Butler 
Staff Sergeant (E-5) 
US Air Force
Bellevue Office

Terry Eyler 
Command Sergeant 

Major (E-9)
US Marine Corps
Grand Island Office

Tanya M. Geter
US Air Force
Dunklau Building 

(Omaha)

Paul Greenwell
Specialist
Army National Guard
Bellevue Office

Sharon Robino-West
US Marine Corps
Bellevue Office

An American Hero Supports At Ease® 
Event raises $225,000 for At Ease USA
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Sal Giunta

Ruth Henrichs, Sal Giunta, 
Adrian Whitsett and Scott Andserson

On October 25, 2007, former Staff Sergeant Sal 
Giunta repeatedly charged into a gunfight 
between his squad and Taliban insurgents 

to help one fallen soldier—and then rescued another 
from being carried off by the enemy. Sgt. Giunta was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his “extraordinary 
gallantry, unrivaled courage, and selfless leadership.” 
Giunta has humbly and repeatedly said, “Honestly, it’s 
not about me. This is for everyone I’ve served with and 
for all the soldiers still in Iraq and Afghanistan.”

On January 30, 2012, nearly 650 attendees heard 
Giunta speak during the third Annual At Ease USA 
luncheon at the CenturyLink Center in Omaha. Cindy 
and Mogens Bay served as honorary chairs. In addition, 
Admiral C.R. “Bob” Bell was honored with the first 
annual “At Ease USA Founders Award.” 

 Walter and Sue Scott, Mike and Gail Yanney, Ann 
and Ken Stinson, as well as Mayor Jim Suttle were also 
among those in attendance. 

Giunta was the first living American to receive 
the Medal of Honor for actions that occurred since 
the Vietnam War. The Medal of Honor is the nation’s 
highest decoration for valor. 

Some of the proceeds from the event support 
At Ease®, an LFS trauma treatment and therapeutic 
support program that serves active military, veterans 
and their loved ones affected by untreated trauma 
reactions and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

At Ease USA was founded by Scott Anderson of 
Omaha. At Ease USA reports raising over $225,000 
through this event. At Ease USA and Lutheran Family 
Services (LFS) have collaborated in the development and 
funding of At Ease® clinical services exclusively offered 
through LFS. 

All active military, veterans and their loved ones are 
accepted into the At Ease® program regardless of ability  
to pay. 

Ruth Henrichs, Sal Giunta, 
Adrian Whitsett and Scott Andserson

Sal Giunta



Phil & Teri KrohnPhil & Teri Krohn

The theme may have been “basketball” – but there were no fouls 
or missed baskets this night! 
“Fandango 2012” was another slam dunk. Between an 

impressive silent auction and wild live bidding, Lutheran Family 
Services and the Forever Families Guild raised over $115,000. LFS 
Board Member Parker Schenken announced the completion of the 

merger between Adoption Links 
Worldwide and Lutheran 
Family Services (LFS). 
Adoption LinksSM 
is now the official 
name for all of LFS’ 
adoption-related 
programs. 

All of the funds raised will support the Children 
Services programs of LFS to “restore and create safe and 
happy childhoods.” Programs include early intervention 
and child abuse prevention programs for young families, 
treatment for sexually abused children, and adoption 
planning for Nebraska’s foster kids. 

“What an incredible night,” said Ruth Henrichs, 
President & CEO of Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska. “The 
Forever Families Guild created an amazing, high-energy event that 
was thrilling from beginning to end. Not only did we have some of 
the best live auction items I’ve ever seen (and the bidding war to go 
with them), we saw how deeply people in our community care about 
helping our children. Tonight will go a long way to help us make 
sure we are able to serve every one who needs us.” 

Huge thanks go out to honorary chairs: Pam Finn, Kevin 
Jackson, and their children – Tehra 
and Brandon Finn-Jackson, as 
well as event chairs Teri and Phil 
Krohn. KETV NewsWatch 7’s 
John Oakey served as emcee.

Those interested in joining 
the Forever Families Guild 
should contact Cheryl Murray 
at cmurray@lfsneb.org or (402) 
661-3138.

Fandango 2012: A Slam Dunk
Exciting event supports children’s programs 

Kevin Jackson,
Pam Finn, 
Brandon  &
Tehra Finn-Jackson

The first annual LFS Omaha Diaper 
Derby was an incredible success! Eight 
Omaha area churches spent the month 

of February collecting diapers and cash to 
purchase diapers for Lutheran Family Services’ 
Centers for Healthy FamiliesSM. 

The churches collected 62,947 diapers 
for children and their families! This might just 
be enough to supply the North Omaha and 
Pottawattamie County Centers until the end of 
the year!

Using our “Diapers to Dollars” formula, 
this equates to budget relief of $13,174. 
Diapers are, by far, the most requested item 
in the incentive program at the Centers for 
Healthy FamiliesSM. This program keeps young 
parents engaged in therapy and parenting 
classes, giving them the hope and faith they 
need to be successful. 

The “Golden Huggie” award goes to 
Rejoice Lutheran Church, which donated 
17,794 diapers! The top three churches each 

collected over 10,000! One church that 
wasn’t even part of the original eight 

jumped in and made a special gift 
that provided over 1,300 extra 
diapers, while another anonymous 
donor sent an unmarked envelope 
containing a baggie filled with 

$1,000 in cash—designated especially 
for the Diaper Derby! 

In 2011, the three LFS Centers for 
Healthy FamiliesSM (North Omaha, 

Council Bluffs, and Fremont) served 1165 
parents (moms & dads), 1199 children under 
five, 1690 children under 18, and 263 pregnant 
women. 

Restoring and Creating
    Safe and Happy Childhoods
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North Omaha Center staff with 
over 62,000 diapers
North Omaha Center staff with 
over 62,000 diapers



Kat Dyche was adopted. So when 
she and her husband, Greg, 
decided to start their family— 

they immediately thought of adopting. 
They began exploring the different 
paths to parenthood with a home study 
for an infant placement. 

But one day they found themselves 
on the Nebraska government website 
that introduces older boys and girls 
who need a permanent home (http://
dhhs.ne.gov/children_family_services).

One little girl caught their eye. Kat 
and Greg looked at each other. “She 
could be ours,” they agreed. 

Kat called their adoption worker... 
the little girl had already been adopted. 
But the worker’s response? “Stop 
the infant adoption, explore this 
possibility.” 

Kat and Greg became licensed 
foster parents. They found they loved 
it—and over the past decade have 
fostered eight children. They adopted 
four of those children and are now 
working on adopting a fifth child. 

Meet the Dyche kids: 11-year-
old Gabriella, eight-year-old Korissa, 
seven-year-old Griffin, and his brother, 

six-year-old Charles. The adoption 
process is still underway for their fifth 
child, a seven-year-old girl. 

Kat is so proud of her children. 
“I’m so lucky that I got to know these kids. 
They are truly the five most interesting 
people I’ve ever met,” she says. “All are 
unique, with different talents, different 
personalities…but they are all resilient. 
They are survivors. And they have a desire 
to have a full life that other children may 
not recognize at such a young age. It’s like 
winning the lottery.” 

But it took some work to get here, 
says Kat. All children who were once 
state wards have experienced trauma. 
The key, she says, is making sure they 
get help. “You cannot love a person into 
healing. You can’t wish them healthy.” 

So she and Greg set up a great 
support team – both for the kids and 
themselves. With guidance from 
Lutheran Family Services, the kids 
are getting the therapy they need. 
Recognizing that children in this 
situation need help with building 
attachments, bonding and trauma 
recovery have allowed the Dyche brood 
to flourish. 

Gabriella is a great example. She 
was four years old when she came to 
live with Kat and Greg. She couldn’t 
count to three. She couldn’t identify 
any colors. And because she had been 
so traumatized as a toddler, doctors 
weren’t really sure she even understood 
English. Now, seven years later, she’s 
a straight “A” student who just won 
“Student of the Month” at her middle 
school. She’s learning to cook, and 
she’s taking classes so she can be a 
babysitter next year. 

“She’s amazing,” says her mom, 
who is convinced that many gifted 
children are caught in foster care. 
“They just need a family to help them 
grow. Families are built on tradition, 
memories and experiences. I’m a very 
happy mom.” 

Greg and Kat Dyche live in Omaha. 
He works for Methodist Health Systems 
and teaches at UNO and Creighton. Kat 
is now working on a master’s degree in 
language education. They hope to have 
their fifth adoption completed this year.

Building a Beautiful Family 
Bev Carlson, APR
Director of Public Relations, Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska
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Seng Za Hkung didn’t take long to make 
an impression at her new job! Just last 
November she started working at Quality 

Pork International (QPI) and by January 2012, 
was named Employee of the Month! 

Her supervisor, Rafael Lopez, wishes he 
had more employees like Seng Za:

“When Seng Za was hired for packing 
at Quality Pork International, we were very 
impressed how quickly she learned all the 
positions, its features and how they work. She 
has done a very f ine job. She has gone out of 
her way to do the extra time and effort that is 
needed. She has also helped others who are new 
or don’t understand. She is a very hard worker 
and would be a great asset to any company.” –
Rafael Lopez, QPI

Along with her honor, Seng Za also 
received a plaque and a $150 Walmart gift 
card. She was also honored with a position on 

their QPI safety 
committee. 

We are 
so proud of 
Seng Za! LFS 
Community 
Services 
resettled Seng 
Za in 2011 
from Burma. 
If you or your 
business would 
be interested in 
hiring refugees 
like Seng Za, 
please contact 
Carol Tucker at 
(402) 536-3518 or 
ctucker@LFSneb.
org.

Usually, nine-year-olds have a list of things they want 
for their birthday. And Madison Ellis is no different. 
Except – the list of things she wanted for her birthday 

were for other children: the babies and toddlers served at the 
LFS North Omaha Center for Healthy Families. 

Madison’s parents are Todd and Lisa Ellis. Lisa was 
adopted through Lutheran Family Services and now serves 
as Communications Director for Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans in Nebraska. 

For her eighth birthday, Madison collected food and 
clothing for people in need. For her ninth birthday this 
March, Madison wanted to do something similar. In her 
birthday invitation, she asked friends to celebrate her birthday 
by donating new books and new baby clothes to LFS’ Young 
Families Incentive programs. 

This incentive-based program, which includes education 
and support, is part of 
the LFS Centers for 
Healthy FamiliesSM 
in North Omaha, 
Fremont and 
Council Bluffs. 
The program 
engages parents 
and children in 
healthy activities. 
By participating 
in these activities, 
parents earn points 
to “purchase” 
infant and toddler 
items, like diapers. 

We are thankful 
for Madison’s 
cheerful giving! 
Happy birthday, 
Madison!  

Refugee Makes Her 
Mark

Ethics & Excellence

On Friday, February 10, LFS’ supervisors attended 
the annual LFS Leadership Summit. During 
the morning, they heard from Dr. Bev Kracher, 

Executive Director of the Greater Omaha Business Ethics 
Alliance. Later, LFS President & CEO Ruth Henrichs 
shared a review of the year and the vision for LFS in 2012. 
She also announced that LFS has been chosen as one of 
three finalists for “Non-Profit of the Year,” by the Greater 
Omaha Chamber of Commerce.
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Birthday Gifts for Babies! 
9-year-old Madison Ellis celebrates with generosity

Dr. Bev KracherDr. Bev Kracher

Seng Za Hkung Madison & Lisa EllisMadison & Lisa EllisSeng Za Hkung
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Imagine growing up in a war-torn 
country. You have lost your parents 
and are being shuffled from 

surviving family member to surviving 
family member. One of these relatives 
has just decided that you are to be 
married to a local man this weekend.

You are 13 years old. 
Your tender life has been filled 

with traumatic events, and it’s about to 
continue. Somehow, you have managed 
to survive the trauma up to this point. 
You wonder if life is like this for 
everyone, and will it ever get better?

Two years pass, and you now have 
two young children. You are living in 
a refugee camp, and you have learned 
that everyone will be relocated. You 
are going to be moving to the United 
States, and welcoming you there are 
people who want to help you and your 
children start a new life. You want 
desperately to believe that there is 
someone who will care about you and 
your children. You need someone 
to recognize that your lives matter. 
You pack your few possessions, your 
children and your sadness, and you 
begin your journey. 

The flights are long and 
exhausting. You cannot read the signs 
or directions and you don’t know how 
to ask where the bathroom is, or where 
you can change your baby’s diaper. 
You have little money, but you don’t 
really know if you should spend what 
you have. Finally, you arrive at your 

destination. You are tired and want only 
to comfort and care for your children. 

You are greeted by members of 
Lutheran Family Services’ staff who 
treat you kindly, asking what they can 
do for you. They ask you in YOUR 
native language! These staff members 
get you situated in your new home. 
They tell you that they, too, were once 
refugees and that they were feeling 
scared when they arrived. They share 
their fears when they first arrived and 
how the worker treated them with care. 
The worker asked, “What happened to 
you?” instead of “What’s wrong with 
you?” 

They took the time to care and 
provide what we in Trauma-Informed 
Care (TIC) call: “peer support.” 

In our work with refugees, we 
have learned the importance of 
allowing people to tell their stories. 
We help them build a place of personal 
safety. Perhaps no other group has 
experienced the magnitude of the 
horrors of trauma and victimization. 
They are so happy and eager to be 
heard and to be counted. Reaching 
out to them and letting them tell their 
stories affirms their BEING, and that 
they matter. This is the healing work 
of TIC; allowing a person to express 
that they are more than their condition 
or their circumstances – that they do 
have a purpose. Through the support of 
caring people, they feel like they have 
finally reached a place of sanctuary!

VW Beetle SOLD!

Going once ….going twice….the LFS Beetle is SOLD! Sold to Performance 
Auto Group for a cool $15,000! One of our wonderful LFS supporters 
donated the 1967 VW Beetle to auction off. The Performance bid was 

MATCHED by another anonymous donor! So our beautiful VW Beetle generated 
a $30,000 donation that will go to support the LFS programs that serve 
individuals, children and families. Thank you to ALL our amazing donors!

Human Trafficking 
in Nebraska

Calls from Nebraska to the 
National Human Traff icking 
Resource Center (NHTRC) have 

doubled every year since 2009.1 
It’s a disturbing indictor of 

a growing area of concern and 
assistance provided by Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska (LFS). 
While LFS has been working through 
these situations for several years, an 
increasing number of cases spotlight 
how the Midwest is not immune to 
this global tragedy. 

In April, LFS counselors began 
working with a young woman (18 or 
19 years old) who was sold by a family 
member and then smuggled into the 
United States. She was forced to leave 
her baby behind. She only speaks 
Spanish and cannot read. She has a 
f irst-grade education. 

The Forever Families Guild and 
LFS Board members quickly gathered 
basic supplies (a bed, clothing, food 
and much more), and an LFS team is 
providing case management for this 
young victim. LFS is working with 
other community partners, like One 
World Community Health Center and 
the Women’s Center for Advancement 
to provide the necessities of life, as 
well as trauma counseling. 

Traff ickers generally enslave 
people for one of two reasons: labor 
or the sex industry. Until recently, 
most of those LFS has assisted were 
traff icked into Nebraska to provide 
free or cheap labor. 

1 NHTRC reported 9 calls in 2009, 41 
 in 2011. Source: www.projectpolaris.org

Trauma-Informed Care 
& Survivors
Sharon Robino-West
LFS At Ease®

 Peer-to-Peer Support Specialist
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Tuesday, June 12, 2012
Fremont Golf Club

2710 North Somers Avenue
Fremont, Nebraska

Cocktails & Silent Auction: 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Dinner, Program & Live Auction: 6:45 p.m.

Emcee: Pat Persaud

Reservations may also be made online
at www.LFSneb.org or by calling the

Rupert Dunklau Center for Healthy Families
SM

 
at (402) 941-0075. 

Your favorite business casual attire

The Rupert Dunklau Center for Healthy FamiliesSM in Fremont provides early intervention and prevention services for Fremont’s 
expectant mothers and children under the age of five. The goal is to provide essential skills and support for highly-stressed parents, 
creating healthier environments for their children – and reducing the likelihood of childhood abuse and neglect. 

At its heart, the Center offers an incentive-based program where young families earn points by engaging in healthy activities, like 
parenting classes, doctor visits or library story times. The points may then be redeemed for new infant and toddler items at Sara’s 
Boutique. Early childhood mental health therapies are also available, including help for parent-child bonding or trauma recovery.

With your support, hundreds of vulnerable Fremont children will be safer, stronger and healthier. Don’t let them fade into the 
shadows.

They need you. We need you. Please help.

Event Chairs
Linda & Terry McClain 

Honorary Chairs
Hazel & Sid Dillon

Ruth & Rupert Dunklau

Presenting Sponsor

Fremont Family Friends 
Charter Members
Hazel & Sid Dillon

Ruth & Rupert 
Dunklau

Cathy & Brad 
Holtorf

Jan & Joel Jelkin

Liz & Paul Johnson

Linda & Terry 
McClain

Fern & Dale Olson

Myrna & Darrell 
Puls

In 2011 the 
Rupert Dunklau Center 

for Healthy Families
SM

 served:

• 315 families (59% with income below 
$20,000/yr)

• 367 children under age five    

• 49 pregnant mothers & their unborn 
babies

New Support
Event for
Fremont:
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Stay in Touch!
• Become a Facebook fan of Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska

• Follow us on Twitter—  
@LFSofNebraska 

• Join our LinkedIn network

• Sign up for email updates—  
www.LFSneb.org

• Email us at info@LFSneb.org

Connections
President & CEO
Ruth Henrichs

Vice President of 
Development
Ruth Henneman

Director of Public Relations
Bev Carlson, APR

Creative Design Manager
Jeff Jensen

Connections is published by 
Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska, 124 South 24th 
Street, Suite 230, Omaha,  
NE 68102. 

We welcome your feedback. 
Contact the editor by phone 
(402) 978-5646 or email 
bcarlson@LFSneb.org

Articles may be reprinted 
with the following statement: 
“Reproduction courtesy of 
Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska, Inc.”

Our Mission: To express God’s 
love for all people by providing 
quality human care services 
that build and strengthen 
individual, family and 
community life.

www.LFSneb.org

June 12—Fremont Family 
Friends Fundraiser
Fremont Golf Club, Fremont

August 9-10—Nebraska 
Adoption Conference 2012
Embassy Suites, Lincoln

August 26—Faith in 
ActionSM 120th
Anniversary Celebration
Sandhills Convention Center, 
North Platte

September 16—Faith in 
ActionSM 120th
Anniversary Celebration
Embassy Suites, LaVista

October 27—Omaha’s 
Great Pumpkin
Village Pointe, Omaha

November 1—Wicker & 
Wine Basket Auction
Mid-America Center, 
Council Bluffs

2012 Calendar

On April 26, we celebrated one year at our new office 
location in McCook. (l-r) LFS staff Pegg Siemek-Asche 
(Director of Behavioral Health), Chris Berry (Diversion 
Program Specialist), and Brenda Ruf (Therapist III) with 
McCook Chamber of Commerce staff Linda Thieben, Tacie 
Fawver (Assistant Director) and Tyler Schmick (Director).
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