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Message from the 
President & CEO

In all of my years at Lutheran Family 
Services (LFS), there have been 
challenges and opportunities along the 

way. I’ve found that the best approach to 
success is to recognize how each challenge can lead to greater 
opportunity for LFS and consumers. Such was the case this 
past year as we weighed the future of behavioral health in the 
Lincoln community and Lancaster County, and whether LFS 
should become a larger human care partner there. 

When Lancaster County announced the privatization 
of mental health care services offered at their Community 
Mental Health Center (CMHC), LFS immediately recognized 
that we should step up to be part of the solution. After all, 
LFS already had one full-service office in Lincoln – at 29th 
and O Streets (now our Lincoln-North office). Behavioral 
Health is a primary LFS core competency, serving 5,246 
people with mental health services statewide in 2013. 

We examined the competitive request for proposals very 
carefully before deciding to move forward. We had “all-hands-
on-deck” as staff members worked through the application 
process and considered how LFS could best meet the needs 
of this vulnerable population—the severely and persistently 
mentally ill. At the end, we were awarded what were once 
the core services provided by Lancaster County: medication 
management, outpatient therapy, community support, and 
an alternative to day treatment. We are grateful to Lancaster 
County and Region V for their partnership in this transition.

As of this writing, we are now a few weeks into LFS 
delivery of those services in Lincoln. I cannot even begin 
to express the appreciation and pride I have for the LFS 
staff members who have been on the frontlines of this 
process. They have worked tirelessly to make the transition 
as seamless as possible for the hundreds of people who rely 
on these services to maintain a self-sufficient, empowered 
life. We are truly humbled by the opportunity to expand our 
human care footprint to this community. Taking on this 
challenge was in fact, simply an opportunity to do the right 
thing, providing “safety, hope and well-being for all people.” 

God bless you and your family,

Ruth Henrichs, President & CEO
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February 2014

The woman was wrapped in a 
brown coat, a cane by her side. 
She had wound a ragged scarf 
around her neck, and her knitted 

cap had a tear in it. She looked worried. 
“I’m just really not sure what’s going to 

happen to me. I’m scared.” 
Yvette* went on to say that since 

she already struggled with anxiety and 
depression, being scared wasn’t good for 
her. She really needed some answers. 

Yvette is one of the hundreds of people 
who relied on the services of the Lancaster 
County Community Mental Health Center 
(CMHC). On February 1, 2014, Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska assumed 
management of the core behavioral health 
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services: community support, 
medication management, 
outpatient therapy and an 
alternative to day treatment. 
Before LFS was awarded the 
contract, both CMHC employees 
and consumers underwent at 
least two years of uncertainty 
about what would happen once 
the decision by Lancaster County 
Commissioners to privatize 
behavioral health services was 
implemented. 

But now, Yvette was learning 
what was ahead for her. She 
attended one of several meetings 
LFS scheduled for consumers 
and providers who had questions 
about the organization and what 
the transition would mean to 
them. 

Yvette asked, “What if I can’t 
afford it?” 

LFS provides services on a 
sliding scale, she learned. That 
means you aren’t turned away if 
you can’t pay the entire cost of 
service.

“What if LFS decides to leave 
too?” 

LFS has been around 122 
years, she heard. We aren’t going 
anywhere. You can count on us.

Summer 2013

The LFS Board and 
Executive Team knew LFS could 
successfully expand its footprint 
in Lincoln. After all, it had 
been done before in the Greater 
Omaha area in the 1980s. Even 
today, LFS offices are thriving in 

Papillion, Bellevue and Omaha. 
There was much collaboration 

and due diligence. But ultimately 
it came down to fulfilling the LFS 
mission. “This is simply the right 
thing to do,” said President and 
CEO Ruth Henrichs.

Week by week, day by 
day – the to-do list whittled 
down. Implementing the 
communication plan. Meeting 
with individuals as they came 
in for appointments. Setting up 
a website with frequently-asked 
questions and a place to ask new 
ones. 

The transition from CMHC to 
LFS Lincoln-South began to gel. 

Present Day

“Welcome 
to Lutheran 
Family 
Services. How 
may I help you 
today?” 

The 
offices are 
in the same 
location, but 
the building 
east of Bryan Medical Center, 
Bryan West Campus is no longer 
the CMHC. All of the signage 
has been changed to reflect the 
transition to Lutheran Family 
Services. In this case, the “LFS 
Lincoln-South” office. For now, 
the other LFS office (Lincoln-
North) remains in the AAA 
Building at 29th and O Streets.

Banners brighten the lobby 

and new paint covers the walls. 
Because LFS is in the same 

building, part of the education 
process has been clarifying that 
LFS did not take over the CMHC 
(and all of its programs.) Instead, 
LFS opened a new office in 
Lincoln and is providing services 
for former and new clients. 

One core service that did get 
an immediate makeover was 
“day treatment.” In the past, this 
program had consumers come in 
for six hours each day to attend 
several therapy groups. Research 
shows a more effective treatment 
for these consumers is tailoring 
individualized wrap-around 
services based on the specific 
needs of each person. 

Today

Yvette is settling into her 
relationship with her new 
therapist. Her questions 
answered, she’s comfortable with 
what she’s learned about LFS. 

“I think we’re going to be glad 
you’re here,” she said. ¡

* Not her real name.

Therapists, community support 
workers and nurse practitioners 
provide trauma-informed care to 
clients as they come in.
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For Dick and Dolores Zolnosky, 
rising farm values have meant 
far more than money in the 

bank. It has given them the freedom to 
play a role in shaping the future of the 
non-profit organization they love and 
believe in: Lutheran Family Services 
of Nebraska (LFS). The Zolnoskys set 
up a charitable trust from the sale of 
farmland to purchase property at 24th 
& Dodge in Omaha, positioning LFS for 
future growth.

“What we have and what we have 
been able to do have come through 
the benevolent grace of God. It makes 
sense that we re-gift God’s gifts in a 
way that will help the less fortunate,” 
says Dick. “Our current tax laws and 
sometimes inflated values of assets 
give us the opportunity to be generous 
and compassionate. Wealth is not a 
possession. Wealth is a tool to be used.” 

Both Dick and Dolores started from 
humble beginnings: Dick, as the son of 
a Webster City, Iowa jeweler; Dolores as 
a farm girl near Plainview, Nebraska. 
Dick grew up to be a traveling 
salesman; Dolores an adventurous 
schoolteacher who taught from Iowa to 
Alaska, and even Ecuador! Their paths 
finally crossed on a frigid March night 
in 1970. Dick was on a business trip in 
Fargo. Dick mentioned that he would 

like a dinner companion, and the client 
recommended his neighbor, a young 
teacher who lived across the hall. So, 
Dick called Dolores and asked her to 
dinner. 

She said no. She was preparing for 
a ‘curling’ tournament. She kept saying 
no – over and over again. 

Finally, she agreed to let him knock 
on her door. He was persistent, says 
Dolores. But there was one condition: 
If she didn’t like what she saw, Dick 
promised to go away and stop calling.  

They were married within the year.
That was 44 years ago. Dolores 

says, “Dick knocked on the door and 
the rest of my story is in partnership 
with his.” As newlyweds, they lived 
in Minnesota, and then moved back 
to Webster City in 1980, when they 
purchased the jewelry store from 
Dick’s parents. That continued another 
ten years until they sold the business 
and settled in Norfolk near Dolores’ 
widowed mother. They finally retired in 
1995. 

It was in Norfolk where the 
Zolnoskys first learned about the 
work of Lutheran Family Services 
of Nebraska and felt led to become 
financial supporters. 

“We felt God had been good to us, 
and it was time to share our blessings 
with others,” says Dick, who eventually 
accepted an invitation to join the LFS 
Board of Directors, and most recently 
served on the LFS Foundation Board. 
“Our experience with LFS ingrained 
in us the importance and need for 
resources to be used to help those less 
fortunate.”

Dick and Dolores began investing 
in real estate early in their marriage. 

First in apartments, and later in 
farmland. It is the sale of one of those 
farmland properties that will greatly 
benefit LFS. With farms selling for 
over $8,000 an acre, Dick and Dolores 
chose to sell one 160-acre property and 
designate the proceeds to LFS. Half 
went to help LFS address immediate 
property needs at the 24th & Dodge 
location; the other half went into a 
Charitable Remainder Trust account 
at the ELCA Foundation. An added 
bonus is the Trust account is providing 
lifetime payments to them for their 
remaining years…then the rest comes to 
LFS upon both of their deaths. 

“Signing those Trust papers was, 
without a doubt, the most satisfying 
event of our lives,” say both Dick and 
Dolores. “When [wealth] is used within 
God’s realm, it can be a life-changing 
experience for many instead of a few. 
We are proud to be part of the LFS 
Family….” ¡

If you are interested in learning more 
about the LFS Charitable Trust Fund, 
please contact Ruth Henneman at (402) 
978-5654.
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Blessed 
to Be a 
Blessing
The Zolnoskys

“Wealth is not a possession. 
Wealth is a tool to be used. 
When it is used within 
God’s realm it can be a 
life-changing experience 
for many instead of a few.”

—Dick Zolnosky

Dick & Dolores Zolnosky

“Dolores and I started with 
virtually nothing. We pledged 
our lives to each other and 
to God. He has blessed us in 
countless ways. His gift to 
us is the ability to pass this 
resource on to LFS.” 

—Dick Zolnosky



Jamie* simply didn’t know what to 
do. She couldn’t find a job and she 
was out of money. She really didn’t  

     care anymore.  
      It was easier to just lie on the sofa 
and sleep, blocking out the reality of her 
disappointing life and overwhelming 
responsibilities. After all, her kids could 
fend for themselves, right? They didn’t 
really need her either.

Abuse is not the only reason 
children are removed from their homes. 
Often, the home simply isn’t safe. An 
unemployed single parent struggles to 
pay the bills. The utilities are turned off 
– no running water, electricity or heat. 
Dangerous substances are consistently 
left within a child’s reach – drugs, 
alcohol, cleaning solutions. 

In Jamie’s case, this severely-
depressed mother has five children and 
the oldest, at age twelve, is doing what 
she can to take care of her brothers 
and sisters. By the time social services 
became aware of this family’s plight, 
the mother was months behind on 
her utility bills. Their apartment was 
cold. The children lugged water in 
jugs, and there was little food in the 
kitchen – none of it fresh and healthy. 
Although this mother truly did love her 
children, she needed someone to help 
her out of her despair and downward 
spiral. If conditions weren’t improved 
immediately, the children would be 
moved into foster care for their own 
safety.

Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska (LFS) can become involved 
in cases like this in a number of ways. 
Sometimes, LFS caseworkers become 
engaged through the schools, as in the 
Learning Community Family Liaison 
program. LFS Family Liaisons are in 
14 Omaha schools, working alongside 
parents to help determine if home 
issues are impacting a child’s ability to 
learn and excel. Family Liaisons have 
worked through problems as simple as 
helping a child get glasses, to as serious 
as preventing a family from becoming 
homeless. 

LFS also becomes involved through 
referrals from the courts or from 
other providers. Through LFS Safety 

and In-Home Services programming, 
case workers intervene with families 
in crisis – with the primary goal of 
creating a home where the children are 
safe. In Jamie’s case, the caseworker 
was able to work with her to find a 
full-time job, daycare for her children, 
and resources to get their utilities back 
on. The caseworker was also able to 
direct Jamie to an LFS therapist who 
was able to prescribe medication for her 
depression. This particular program, 
“Intensive Family Preservation,” is 
usually involved with a family from 
three to four weeks, no more than 
two months. Other services within 
Safety and In-Home Services include 
“Parenting Time” for children who 
have been removed from their home, 
but are now allowed supervised visits 
with their biological family members, 
and “Family Support,” where clients 
learn appropriate social and parenting 

skills, develop self-esteem, or get help in 
finding community resources. 

The overarching goal of these 
programs is building and strengthening 
families by developing self-sufficiency. 
Most clients struggle with the day-to-
day reality of extreme poverty. They love 
their children and need compassionate 
guidance in learning to provide and care 
for them safely – skills that many have 
never seen modeled in their own lives. 
LFS is committed to preserving families 
and providing a path to “safety, hope 
and well-being” for these children and 
their families. ¡

* Not her real name; composite character used        
   for privacy.
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Safety and In-Home Services
Caring Solutions for Families in Crisis  



John & Vanita Lund

Nikki Thamm, Jamalia Parker, Tameshia Harris, 
Rosalyn Bredow and Taleya Broadway-Mack

Sharon & Mark Ellerbeck

LFS Board Members Parker 
Schenken & Anthony Anderson 
(putting) with LFS Foster Care 
Specialist Thomas Threlkeld

Honorary Chairs Roger & Karen Thompson with   
LFS President & CEO Ruth Henrichs (center) Emcee Mike’l Severe

 Tara & Mark Wright with Lonnie & Carla MahrtAndy & Ann Massey

Melanie Robbins, Sharon Gerhardt & Mindy Major
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Eric Gurley with 
Honorary Chair Roger Thompson

Excitement was in the 
air at Fandango® 
2014. Maybe it was 

the thought of playing golf 
when the thermometer 
was hovering in the 
single digits. Maybe it 
was the beautiful new 
location or the excitement 
of bidding on a framed 
Forbes magazine with the 
words “Invest in children” 
penned by Warren Buffett. 
Or maybe it was just the 
awesome vintage apparel 
of honorary chairs, Roger 
and Karen Thompson. But 
whatever it was – energy 
filled the room! 

Nearly 300 people 
attended Fandango® on 
the Fairway, which was 
held at Indian Creek Golf 
Course. The golf theme 
was everywhere – from the  
putting green challenge in 
the middle of the room to 
the luxury golf vacations 
in the live auction. The 
centerpieces looked like 
flags on the green, and even 
the cupcake desserts had a 
tee on top. 

Amid all of the fun of 
the evening was the serious 
business of raising money 
for the children’s programs 
of Lutheran Family Services 
(LFS). Of the three LFS core 
competencies, Children 
Services relies most on 
donor funding to continue 
important programs, like 
RSafe® therapy for child 
sexual abuse. 

Mike’l Severe of “The 
Bottom Line” was the 
emcee for the evening. 



During the program, honorary chair Roger 
Thompson made an impassioned plea for 
everyone to be a “cheerful giver.” As a partner at 
Seim Johnson, Thompson reassured the crowd 
that every donation was important and that 
every dollar would be managed well. 

The program video highlighted LFS 
programs for early intervention and prevention, 
children’s behavioral health, and permanency 
and well-being. Then, Scott Moore kicked off a 
wild auction that raised thousands of dollars. 
One auction item was a shoe tree created by 
King of Kings Lutheran Church (see photo 
at right). It was full of new shoes for babies 
and toddlers. One guest purchased the tree 
for $6,500 – then donated it back to the LFS 
Centers for Healthy Families!

At press time, final accounting was still 
underway, but the event raised at least $118,000 
that goes directly back into the many programs 
for children at LFS. Many thanks to Fandango® 
Honorary Chairs Roger & Karen Thompson, 
Event Chair Dana Payne and committee chairs: 
Janet Doan, Nancy K. Johnson, Kristie Stienike, 
Misty Wagner and Terri Wasmoen, and all of 
the members of the Forever Families Guild. ¡ 

Fandango® supports 
Children Services
• In 2013, LFS served 128 children in foster care.

• The 54 licensed LFS foster homes are culturally 
sensitive and include bilingual Spanish and 
Sudanese families.

• In 2013, the three LFS Centers for Healthy 
Families served 856 families and 1,456 children.

• In 2013, 71% of the North Omaha Center’s client 
families’ annual income was below $20,000.

• In 2013, LFS’ RSafe® program served 305 
children impacted by child sexual abuse: 130 
girls and 175 boys.

Forever Families 
Guild: Rock Stars

The driving force behind each Fandango® is the 
amazing LFS Forever Families Guild. But this 
inspirational group of women does so much more 

than one event! Lutheran Family Services is blessed to have 
them on the team. Year round, they work tirelessly to raise 
critical funds for programs in Children Services. When they 
learned of a teen victim of sex trafficking in Omaha, they 
set up a special drive for household and personal items. 
They collect items for foster children and quietly work 
behind the scenes to help when they hear of someone in 
need. They listen, they learn, and then they do what they 
can to make someone’s life a little better. Best part of all? 
The Forever Families Guild is not a closed group – all are 
welcome. Please contact Cheryl Murray at (402) 661-3138 or 
cmurray@LFSneb.org if you are interested. ¡

Honorary Chairs Roger and Karen Thompson set the fashion standard for the 
evening. The shoe tree on the right, donated by King of Kings Lutheran Church, 
brought in $6,500 in the live auction.
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Fandango® Event Chair Dana Payne with Terri Wasmoen, 
Teri Krohn, Cheryl Murray & Misty Wagner

Honorary Chairs Roger and Karen Thompson set the fashion standard for the 
evening. The shoe tree on the right, donated by King of Kings Lutheran Church, 
brought in $6,500 in the live auction.



Lutheran 
Services in 
America 
Comes to 
Omaha

This April, Omaha 
will host the 
Lutheran Services 

in America (LSA) 2014 
Annual Conference. With 
our central US location, 
LSA predicts “a record 
number of members 
and partners sampling 
the best in Midwestern 
hospitality and the energy 
of a city on the move.” 

Leaders of 
Nebraska’s LSA-affiliated 
Lutheran social service 
organizations, including 
LFS of Nebraska 
President and CEO 
Ruth Henrichs, created 
a video that welcomes 
everyone to the state. 
You can see it at the 
registration website - 
lutheranservices.org. 

The conference will 
focus on how health 
and human services 
professionals are defining 
the future and renewing 
and transforming their 
social ministries. The 
theme for the April 28-
May 1 event is Future 
Forward: Leading 
Change, Renewing 
Mission.

The conference will 
be held at the Hilton 
Omaha, across from the 
CenturyLink Center. ¡

EMDR (Eye-Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing) therapy has long been 
known for successfully treating post-traumatic stress. But thanks to growing 
expertise and a pilot project at Lutheran Family Services, EMDR is being 

used successfully to 
treat clients with other 
conditions. 

Four years ago, LFS 
therapists Ben Czyz 
and Cyndi Muhlbauer 
implemented a 
pilot project using 
EMDR as adjunctive 
(supplemental) trauma 
therapy with their 
clients. They found 
EMDR was greatly 
effective, and clients 
were reporting higher 
levels of recovery than 
before. To oversimplify 

the therapy, clients are 
asked to recall disturbing memories, while moving their eyes 
back and forth – or otherwise being distracted from the memory. 
It is believed that this allows the client to “dissociate” from the 
negative memory.

With these positive outcomes, Ben and Cyndi widened the 
pilot to include patients working with other therapists. Results 
are already encouraging. Clients with a variety of symptoms 
ranging from depressive and anxiety disorders to substance abuse 
are progressing in treatment, plus achieving and sustaining 
recovery.

With the success of the adjunctive therapy model, and the 
increased number of EMDR therapists at LFS, Ben and Cyndi 
created a monthly work group composed of EMDR-trained 
therapists. The group is expanding this therapy model statewide, 
and building a first-class EMDR program where the therapy is 
used for more than post-traumatic stress. 

For example, Charice Butler in the Bellevue office uses 
EMDR successfully with individuals who have Dissociative 
Identity Disorders and pain management issues. Art Ortiz 
in the Bellevue office has success treating clients with both 
mental health and substance abuse issues. Jeannie Shimmin 
in the North Platte office has extensive training using EMDR 
with substance abuse issues and successfully uses it to break 
the link between cravings and the dysfunctional thoughts that 

create them. Deb Harvey, also in North Platte, has over 15 years 
experience using EMDR in a variety of settings, making her the veteran of this team. 
Newly trained staff like Rosie Anderson in Grand Island, Dustin Bartley, Jen Spencer 
and Birgit Schlechte in Lincoln bring passion and interest in new applications of 
EMDR to their practice. 

The EMDR International Association (EMDRIA) learned about Ben and Cyndi’s 
pilot project and called it “ground-breaking” work. EMDRIA asked Ben and Cyndi 
to write an article about their outcomes. Currently the article is in the final editing 
stages and near publication in the national Journal of EMDR. They will also present 
these outcomes at the statewide Behavioral Health conference in June. ¡

Trauma Therapy Expertise
LFS Trail-Blazing Pilot Project

LFS therapist Ben Czyz 
with an EMDR machine. 
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Cyndi Muhlbauer

Ben Czyz



Several Lutheran churches in the Fremont area are 
purchasing these beautiful displays, courtesy of local 
farmer and carpenter Richard Schurman. Mr. Schurman, 

who is a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
volunteered to make the custom displays to increase awareness 
of the important human care work provided by LFS in the 
Fremont area. Mr. Schurman and longtime Fremont volunteer 
Louise Wallace are pictured here with the first completed 
display. ¡

Top Shelf Support for 
LFS-Fremont

This past holiday season was 
much merrier for over 250 
Omaha children and their 

families, thanks to the kindness 
of four churches and ten Omaha-
area businesses. Those who 

received gifts were foster children and some of the most low-
income families in our community served by Lutheran Family 
Services (LFS). The donated gifts were valued at over $17,000! 

One teenage girl especially touched hearts. Just one 
week short of turning 16, she was working hard in school 
and taking care of her family, when her mother made a series 
of bad decisions that landed her in jail on her daughter’s 
16th birthday. When the LFS caseworker asked what the girl 
wanted for her birthday, she mentioned the pretty scarves her 
classmates had, but she couldn’t afford. Happily, a Forever 
Families Guild member from Lockwood Development found 
out. She and her co-workers made the young lady’s sweet 16 
special with pretty pink packages filled with wonderful gifts 
– fingernail polish, hair accessories, a journal, a gift card and, 
yes – beautiful scarves! ¡

Brighter Holidays 
Thanks to LFS 
Volunteers

This summer, 
the Augustana 
Heritage 

Association (AHA) 
will hold its national 
festival in Fremont, 
Nebraska. From June 
13-15, people from 
all over the world will 
converge on Fremont to 
celebrate the legacies 
of early Swedish Lutheran 
Augustana congregations. The theme “Prairie Roots, 
Global Impact” points to the people, churches, agencies 
and institutions that started with prairie roots of Christian 
education, caring souls and amazing vision that resulted 
in national global outreach and impact.

Locally, these Augustana roots led to the creation of 
organizations like Lutheran Family Services, Immanuel, 
Mosaic, and Midland University. LFS will be playing a 
special role during the festival, by offering tours of the LFS 
Rupert Dunklau Center for Healthy Families® in Fremont, 
and information sessions on refugee resettlement and the 
LFS International Center of the Heartland.

The festival is June 13-15 at Midland University. 
You can learn more and register by visiting the Midland 
University website: www.midlandu.edu/aha. Discounted 
registration is available until May 1. ¡

In October and November, employees of the Harry A. 
Koch Company were able to shed their suits and don 
blue jeans while supporting the work of Lutheran 

Family Services (LFS). As their designated “Jeans Day 
Charity,” LFS received $500 from more than 100 generous 
Harry A. Koch employees who each donated at least $2 to 
wear their favorite jeans to work. LFS is strong because of 
excellent and generous community partners like Harry A. 
Koch Company! ¡

Harry A. Koch Supports LFS at Work 

Augustana Festival Will Celebrate 
Swedish Lutheran Heritage

Omaha’s Immanuel 
Deaconness Institute, c. 1892
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Gift Options

Call (402) 591-5063 or send an email to    
       development@LFSneb.org

Engagement Options
• Volunteer as a group, through your 

workplace or church, to sponsor a 
refugee family

• Participate in a diaper drive or donate 
new items for children under five to the 
Centers for Healthy Families® 

• Join the “Forever Families Guild” or 
“Fremont Family Friends”

• Donate your professional skills to help a 
veteran or child aging out of foster care

Stay Connected with LFS 
• Become a Facebook fan—facebook.com/

LFSNEB
• Follow us on Twitter—@LFSofNebraska 
• Join our LinkedIn network—  

linkedin.com/company/lutheran-family-
services-of-nebraska

• Subscribe to our YouTube channel— 
 youtube.com/user/lfsneb

• Email us at info@LFSneb.org
• Sign up for email updates at LFSneb.org
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Grant Mussman has a voice for radio. And fortunately for Lutheran Family Services, he has a 
heart for children too. The State Farm agent learned about the 2014 Diaper Drive Challenge at 
his church, Living Faith Lutheran in Omaha. For Grant? It was ON. First, he challenged the 

folks on the right side pews versus the left side pews. Then, he went on KGBI Radio and challenged 
the entire city of Omaha! 

“Some part of this is the sense of community and togetherness, pulling together as one,” says 
Grant, who did a terrific job telling the LFS story on KGBI 100.7 – all while people were dropping off 
diapers and dollars for the North Omaha Center for Healthy Families®. Just look at the before and 
after photos of the diaper stockroom. 

Grant’s effort alone raised over 20,000 diapers. At publication, 74,947 diapers had been donated to 
the diaper drive - a new record! The total budget relief from diapers and wipes donations was $15,457.

Grant’s church was one of the following Omaha-area churches participating in the drive: 

• Augustana Lutheran Church

• Bethany Lutheran Church 

• Holy Cross Lutheran Church

• Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church

• Living Grace Lutheran Church

• Luther Memorial Lutheran Church

• St. Michael Lutheran Church

• St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

• St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church

• Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church

Diapers are very important to the families we serve. It is, by far, the number one choice for the 
parents who participate in the incentive programs offered at the three Centers for Healthy Families. 
An adequate supply of disposable diapers can cost over $100 each month. Babies need up to a dozen 
diapers each day and toddlers about eight. However, some children in low-income families may stay 
in one diaper all day because of cost or access. Not only is that unhealthy for the child, studies show a 
baby crying with a wet diaper is at greater risk of physical abuse by his caregiver. 

So, a tremendous thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s campaign! You have 
played a big part in helping us create and restore safe and happy childhoods! ¡

Drive-Through Diaper Drive
Big Radio Push Helps Bottom Line 

Stockroom before
Diaper Drive

After

Ways to Support LFS Human Care!

• Cash Gifts 
• Bequests or 

Estate Gifts 
• Gifts of Stock

• Gifts of Grain 
• Donate Online
• Employer 

Matching Gifts

Grant Mussman

Sharing your email with Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska allows us to send you important 
information, stories and community updates electronically. We are able to be better stewards 
of our resources by eliminating some printing and mailing costs.

THRIVENT MEMBERS—
You can also support Lutheran Family 
Services with your Choice DollarsSM! 

Thrivent Choice® makes it easy to support LFS 
with added gifts. If you are eligible to give through 

this program, simply visit thrivent.com/choice 
and follow the instructions or call Thrivent at 

(800) 847-4836 to make LFS your choice! 

YOUR GIFTS WILL HELP PROVIDE 
"SAFETY, HOPE AND WELL-BEING

FOR ALL PEOPLE"
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Mark Your Calendar

Monday, April 28–
Thursday, May 1

Lutheran Services in America
(LSA) 2014 Annual Conference

Hilton Omaha, across from the CenturyLink Center

Sunday, September 14

 Faith in Action® Dinner
Honoring: 

Deryl and Ramona Hamann
2014 Douglas E. Parrott Faith in Action Award

Indian Creek Golf Course, Omaha

Save The Date
Tuesday, June 10

Please join us at 
the “Fremont Family Friends” event

supporting the
Rupert Dunklau Center for Healthy Families®

5:30 p.m. Raffle & Cocktails  .  6:45 p.m. Dinner & Live Auction
Fremont Golf Club  .  2710 North Somers Avenue  .  Fremont, NE

Honorary Chairs: Linda & Terry McClain
Event Chairs: Myrna & Darrell Puls

               Presenting Sponsor:  

Cre a t ing  and  Re s t o r ing  S a f e  and  Happy  Ch i l dhood s


